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WORSHIP FOR PALM 

SUNDAY 

APRIL 5, 2020 

The Season of Love 

Peace be with you ! 

All glory, laud, and honor, 

to you, Redeemer, King! 

To whom the lips of children 

make sweet hosannas ring! 

You are a child of Israel, 

great David’s greater son; 

You ride in lowly triumph, 

Messiah, blessed one! 

- Theodulph of Orleans c. 821

Transl.  by John Mason Neale, 1854 

Blessed is the Savior who rides through to the temple as we sing our songs of 

hope and adoration!   Blessed is the Messiah who entered Jerusalem long ago! 

 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Let us be still and reflect upon what the presence of the Lord reveals.  Christ the Light of 

the World has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts.  In his light let us lay before 

him our burdens, and offer him our sorrows.   

God eternal, source of all mercy, 

we confess to you deep wounds  

from times past, the griefs of today,  

and fears for the future. 

Loose and deliver us, setting us free. 

God, in Jesus’ name, set us free.  

God eternal, source of all mercy, 

we have spurned your love 

and spoiled your image in us. 

We repent in sorrow. 

Forgive us. 

God, in Jesus’ name, set us free.  + 
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Read Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29   A Song of Victory 

 

 

 

 

Read the story of the Passion of Christ found in Matthew 26 and 27  

(May be best read in small pieces,  

focusing on one section of the story at a time,  

giving pauses in between for reflection.)  
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A Message:  “Love Language” 

Let us pray.  God of all, before us every day are presented real situations which 

demand real acts of love.  We know that we must put our love into action. The gifts you 

give to us are the gifts the world needs today more than ever.  Loving Jesus, help us 

help you bear your cross for the world.  Amen. - Bill Gohl, Act in Love, adapted. weebly.com  

 

Not long ago, someone very dear to me told me that she thinks that giving gifts is my 

love language.  “What do you think?” she asked.  Truthfully, I had not thought about it. 

But I learned quickly that there is a thing called love language, studied and written about 

by Gary Chapman, a Baptist minister.  Evidently we each have our own way of speaking 

love, and, in turn, want most to receive it that way too.  You can, in fact, take a quiz to 

find out which of the 5 love languages suits you best:  words of affirmation, sharing 

quality time, gift giving, acts of service or physical touch.  Words of love, many of us 

know, are hard to speak.  Perhaps Reverend Chapman is on to something.  I wonder if 

God’s language of love is what inspired him.   

  

This year, at Center Harbor Church, we have been calling Lent the Season of Love.  I 

believe this season reaches its highpoint on Palm Sunday.  As we read through the 

beloved story which begins with Jesus entering the Holy City of Jerusalem riding on a 

colt, we can anticipate what happens next. We know the story, and how it ends. And yet 

we must read it again, hear what God speaks through it for us this time.  It seems like 

anything but love as Jesus is betrayed, accused, betrayed again, abandoned and then 

betrayed and crucified.  I don’t think we have the words to capture just what it was that 

led Jesus to go to Jerusalem where he knew he would die…like that.  What is that love 

language, so rich and deep? Isn’t it the only language God will ever speak?  

 

All of our lives, whether believers or not, we have heard and told others that God is 

Love.  Like the spectators on the sidelines of the story cluelessly claiming victory as 

they throw down palms, do we as spectators to our own version of the story have any 

idea what God’s language of love is?  We do, I think, know, but we may not be able to 

put it into words.  It may take all kinds of expression, and a lot of take and give, to really 

know this love.  How will you read this story of love this week?  When it comes to Jesus 

what language of love will you use?     

 

May God bless you always, 

Pastor Celeste    
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  Pastoral Prayer 

 

Good and gracious God, 

God of love, ever-caring, 

we give you praise and thanks 

through your Son, Jesus Christ. 

In him you show us how much you love us. 

 

  

In him you have tasted  

the beauty and the pain of all 

human life. 

 

Those who were sick  

came to him 

and found healing. 

 

Those who had sinned  

asked of him 

and found your forgiveness. 

 

We offer you today our fear 

and our doubts, 

our suffering and pain, 

our human lives, 

       fragile and broken.  Amen + 

 

 

Recite the Lord’s Prayer 
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What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!      

       - Appalachian folk hymn 

       #200 Chalice Hymnal 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, comfort of 

the afflicted, 

And healer of the 

broken, 

We thank you that you 

have met us 

in our human need. 

Grant that we, who are 

being made whole, 

may know your healing 

love 

to your damaged and 

broken world, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.   

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you 

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you 

May the Lord look upon you with favor 

And give you peace.     

Amen. 

 
+ adapted from prayers found in “Healing Liturgies for the Seasons of Life,”  Abigail Rian Evans 
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For refreshment:  A moment of light heartedness as you worship from home ~ some 

liturgical dance perfect for social distancing. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oASYa-Wkroc 

 
   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oASYa-Wkroc


Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

A Song of Victory 

1 O give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

    his steadfast love endures forever! 

2 Let Israel say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

    that I may enter through them 

    and give thanks to the LORD. 

20 This is the gate of the LORD; 

    the righteous shall enter through it. 

21 I thank you that you have answered me 

    and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the LORD’s doing; 

    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! 

    O LORD, we beseech you, give us success! 

26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. 

    We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
27 The LORD is God, 

    and God has given us light. 

Bind the festal procession with branches, 

    up to the horns of the altar. 

28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

    you are my God, I will extol you. 

29 O give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 


