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I first came to the United Church of Christ at the same time that I  

entered seminary. I had previously been pursuing ordination in the 

Presbyterian Church (USA), but I felt more and more certain that I 

could not accept ordination there because of their refusal to ordain 

LGBTQ folk. At the time that I was struggling with this, I lived in  

rural southwestern Virginia. There were then no UCC churches there, 

but an advisor at Wake Forest School of Divinity, where I was taking 

a few courses, recommended that I explore the UCC. When I moved 

to the Boston area to attend Boston University School of Theology, I 

found many UCC churches in the area, and I found my home.  

I chose the UCC because (unlike the Presbyterian Church at the time) 

the denomination as a whole is open and affirming and because the 

UCC core values align with my own. Those values are Extravagant 

Welcome, Continuing Testament, and Changing Lives. 

Our church is a wonderful embodiment of Extravagant Welcome.  

If you were in the worship service on October 24, you heard me share 

the story of a couple from Massachusetts who visited this church  

exactly once, 20 years ago, and were welcomed so warmly that it still 

brings tears to their eyes. This church has a charism – a spiritual gift – 

of holy hospitality, and I celebrate being with you to welcome people 

to worship and fellowship. As we say in the UCC, “No matter who 

you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

Why I Chose the United Church of Christ
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The core value Continuing Testament means that God is still speaking today. There are some churches that 

believe that God has done nothing new since the last biblical verse was recorded. But we read in Isaiah that 

God said, “Behold, I will do a new thing.” God’s creative energy did not stop on the sixth day of Creation. 

That creative energy continues to today and into the future. The UCC is fond of quoting Gracie Allen on 

this: “Never place a period where God has placed a comma.”  

The third UCC core value is Changing Lives. We believe in the power of the Holy Spirit, encountered in a 

community of faith, to transform lives. God calls us from whatever messes we have made of ourselves  

toward lives that are whole and holy. Experiencing the love of God through the love of this congregation 

helps us to respond to that call. I have seen it in many of you. I have experienced it myself. God is at work 

in this congregation, and we are all better people because we are here. 

Coming to the United Church of Christ – and to this congregation – was the right move for me, because it 

brought me home. I hope you feel at home here, too. 

Pastor Cathy 

Early Fall Foliage by Hettie Buck 
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News from the Board of Missions…. 
HUNGER 

is our mission of the month for November.  

Each month seems to have a natural focus. In January it's the new year. In July it's patriotism. And in  

November it's food. Thanksgiving makes us think of food and the bounties most Americans enjoy on a  

daily basis. Yet 11% of Americans are food insecure. That's up from 10% before the pandemic despite  

the covid relief checks that mitigated the problem. Too many people don't know when their next meal  

will come or where it will come from. Though New Hampshire is one of the nation's richest states, the  

problem exists here as it does elsewhere. We can help quiet people's growling stomachs by contributing  

to our November Mission of the Month. Consider giving what your family will spend for your Thanksgiving 

dinner with all the trimmings so another family can eat as well as you do. Cash donations will be matched 

from the missions fund and sent to local food pantries to replenish their stock. Please be generous.  

Your Board of Missions  

Scouting for Food 
We  have just received a request from Natalie Smith on behalf of Michael. He and Gil are in Cub Scout 

pack 55, which is participating in the Scouting for Food program, to gather non-perishable and non-expired 

food for the local food banks. Any food we bring to the church either this Sunday (October 31) or the  

following Sunday (November 7) will go to this food drive and credit for the donations will be shared by 

Michael and Gil. 

Let join together to support Michael and Gil and feeding hungry people 
in our area by bringing food to church this week.  

And thanks, as always, for all the ways you support one another and our community! 
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Soup Kitchen 

We continue to provide two helpers on the last Tuesday of the month. 

If you would like to help, let Fred know at fred.doscher@gmail.com. 

This involves helping to pack the food provided by a restaurant 

 and deliver a couple of meals to folks who can’t pick up their food. 

FOOD OF THE MONTH 

In October, the food of the month for the Lakes Region Food Pantry is shampoo, tooth paste and dish 

soap. The food collection basket is in  Gilpatric Hall.  As you pass through the hall, or use it for an event, 

will you consider contributing to those in need?  If you wish to donate food in addition  

to the designated items your gift will be most gratefully received!   

    MISSION GIVING REPORT TO  DATE 

OCWM $3,788.00 

DEACON FUND $790.00 

CHRISTMAS FUND $125.00 

INTERLAKES COMMUNITY 
CAREGIVERS 

$500.00 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING $2,225.00 

NEW BEGINNINGS $355.00 

BLANKETS AND TOOLS $355.00 

CAMPUS MINISTRIES $156.00 

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH $105.00 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY $1,187.00 

25/40 MISSION TO AFRICA $390.00 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED $180 

CROP WALK: TEAM CHCC $1280 

STORE TO DOOR $180 

DISASTER RELIEF $125 

CHCC 2021 Missions 

January The Christmas Fund (UCC) 

February Mission Trust Fund 

March One Great Hour of Sharing (UCC) 

April New Beginnings 

May Blankets & Tools of Hope 
(Church World Service) 

June United Campus Ministry 

July Strengthen the Church (UCC) 

August Habitat for Humanity 

September Focus on Africa 

October Neighbors in Need (UCC) 

November Hunger 

December Alternative Christmas & 
 Angel Tree 

mailto:fred.doscher@gmail.com
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Books ’n Bites 
Books ’n Bites will next meet on Tuesday, December 7, 2021, 
at 1:30 pm in the church parlor. Bring your mug or teacup and 
a bite to share if you would like. In case of inclement weather, 
we will meet on Zoom.   

Let Diane Crawford (603-801-5565) or Jill Morton 
(920-915-5634) know if you will be joining us.  

In January, we will meet in the evening on Zoom. 

For the love of books!

Holiday Tree Lighting 

The town of Center Harbor will again have their Holiday Tree Lighting and Carol 

Sing! It will be on Saturday, November 27, at 5:30 pm at the town bandstand. 

CHCC will be serving hot chocolate and various Center Harbor businesses will be 

serving cookies at the bandstand. After shopping “Small Business Saturday” in 

Center Harbor, stay to show our church connection to the town. 

Mission of the Month for December: 
 ANGEL TREE 

Last year we had a very successful fund raising and gift providing campaign for children’s Christmas  
in the area.  Watch for details for this year’s needs coming in the next Center Harbor Light! 

Veterans Day 

     It was at 11 a.m. on November 11, 1918, that the bugles blew the cease fire that 
signaled the end of the great world war.  This was a day of rejoicing and a time of 
hope for peace. 
     While we in this country went back to our daily work, to enjoy our lives and 
make the most of the years granted to us in this world, the people of other lands 
were suffering from poverty and despair brought upon by economic hardship.  
This intensified the struggle for existence until war again became almost inevitable. 
     A second world war was fought and this was followed by military action in Korea and later Vietnam 
and the Persian Gulf.  The hope for peace heralded by the World War I armistice still appears dim in the 
distance.  For this reason, the holiday known as Armistice Day has been changed to Veterans Day so that 
all veterans of recent wars, including World War I, may be remembered and honored.

Thank a Vet!! 
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Saturday, November 20 

Holly Fair 
Center Harbor Congregational Church, UCC 

Grab and Go s tar ts  at  8  am

Holly Fair Invites Bakers 

It was a generous response by the congregation to the request for basket items. Thank you! 

As we approach the November 20 event, the final request is for bake table items. Whatever is your 

bakeshop specialty will be appreciated. In 2019, the bake table recorded the highest table income and 

greatest number of sales. Six feet of table space is added and we expect to fill it to capacity. 

In addition to the home-baked items, we will offer the traditional frozen apple pies. They will be 

sold through the bake table. Drop-off of baked goods is welcome Friday, November 19, from 10 am 

to noon and 1 pm to 4 pm. Freshly baked items are also welcome early on the day of the Holly Fair. 

Please include our name on each donated item. 

52 Main Street - next to the Post Office 

We thank you for whatever you may provide. Please contact Betsy Vazifdar (455-2007), 
Su Mansur (475-1603) or Patty McQuone (253-5185) for more information. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/chrisser/6110043782/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Nancy has been a  part of CHCC for over 20 years, serving in many  

capacities!  She's been very active in Christian Education, teaching  

Sunday School and helping  with the youth group. She has also served 

as a Deacon. Fun Fact: Nancy delivered her store-to-door order one  

day by kayak!  

Nancy grew up on Long Island, N.Y. where she started a very  

successful pre-school gymnastic program and served as Director for 

over ten years.     

In 1976 she and her husband Rob bought a cottage here that was a  

summer home until they moved here full time. Sadly Rob passed away in 2006. She has three daughters. 

Jane lives here full-time, Lynn is here for the summer and Susan still lives in N.Y.  She also has ten 

grandchildren and three great grandchildren.     

Nancy enjoys walking, and her great achievement was finishing the forty-eight four thousand foot  

mountains here in N.H. with her husband and the Over-the Hill Hikers from Sandwich. She also enjoys 

reading, knitting  and decorating (the beautiful display on the altar is a testament to that) Have you ever 

gone blueberry picking by kayak? Nancy has!  

She now travels to Florida for a few weeks in the winter, but loves her New Hampshire home.    

Michael and Jasmine Visit the Sandwich Fair 
Michael and Jasmine had a busy day at the Fair! Michael was there with  Cub Scout pack 55, spreading 

the word about “Scouting for Food”. Jasmine was excited to meet Miss New Hampshire, who even gave 

her new friend her autograph.  

Meet Nancy Leighley 
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November 2021 
You may request the newsletter by e-mail. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Boldface = 

Church-

sponsored 

events 

2 

4:30 pm 

Soup Kitchen 

7:00 pm 

Cabinet 

3 

5:00 pm 

Mission 

4 

9:00 am 

Bible Study 

5 

8:00 pm AA 

61 

7 
10:00 am 

Worship 

8 
6;00 pm 

Pie Making for 

Fair 

9 
4:30 pm 

Soup Kitchen 

7:00 pm 

Trustees 

10 
9:00 am 

Stewardship 

11 
9:00 am 

Bible Study 

12 
8:00 pm AA 

13

14 
10:00 am 

Worship 

15 16 
4:30 pm 

Soup Kitchen 

4:30 pm 

Deacons 

17 
12:00 pm 

Holly Fair 

All Volunteer 

Meeting 

18 
9;00 am 

Bible Study 

19 
8:00 pm AA 

20

8 am - 3 pm 

Holly Fair 

Grab and Go 

Starts at 8 am 

21 
10:00 am 

 Worship 

22 23 
4:30 pm 

Soup Kitchen 

7:00 Christian 

Ed. 

24 25 

Thanksgiving 

Day 

26 
8:00 pm AA 

27

28 
10:00 am 

Worship 

29 30 
4:30 pm 

Soup Kitchen 

This month’s mission: “Hunger” 

Questions? Call the secretary during 
Office/Sanctuary Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs. 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

or leave a message: 
(603) 253-7698 or 253-8668

E-mail: chccucc@myfairpoint.net
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Birthdays 

Board and Committee Meeting Minutes 
Available 

Minutes of all board and committee meetings are      always available to all church members by  

contacting our secretary, Terry Hughes.  Minutes are sent to the secretary for recording on the office 

computer.  If you do not have access to electronic mail, you may request a printed copy.   

The only exception would be records of the Pastoral Relations Committee 

 which could be considered confidential. 

Mask & Social Distancing Policy 

Masks & Social Distancing are required.  
All may sing.  

Anniversaries 

11/03 Missy Manville 

11/04 Bob Phillips 

11/05 Barbara Putnam 

11/13 Dean Gulezian 

11/19 Spencer Martin 

11/19 Thom Winslow 

11/21    Marianne McGrail 
11/28 Patricia Martin 

11/20   
Cathy Turrentine and Dave Ostroth 

Thanksgiving

Sunday  worship service at 10:00 am on November 21st, will be a service of Thanksgiving. 
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Save us a stamp: 
Opt-out of our mailing list and 

opt-in to our  
e-mail list

by calling the church office (603) 253-7698 

THE 

CENTER HARBOR 

LIGHT 

We are a church whose members love and 
value each other.  Our faith community is a 

force for caring and sharing God’s love in local 
and wider communities.  As members, we 
learn, grow and serve together to do God’s 
work with faith, compassion and respect. 

In This 

Issue... 

All are Welcome on Sundays 

10:00 a.m.  Worship 

November 2021 

"Thanksgiving is a time of 

togetherness and gratitude" 

Nigel Hamilton 
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