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Dear Children and friends,  for March 29, 2020 

For this Sunday I am writing to you about friendship.   

There is one friend I am thinking of who was very dear to Jesus.   He was a man 

named Lazarus.  Jesus and Lazarus were grown up friends, but really, we all feel 

the same about having a close friend no matter how old we are.   We love our 

friends.   Before you open your Bible, think for a minute about your friends.  Can 

you picture one special friend in your mind?  What do you like about this friend? 

  

Bible Story:  Find in your Bible, in Gospel of John, the 11th Chapter, verses 1-44. 

In our story we are told a lot about how important Lazarus was to Jesus. 

Will you take a few minutes now to talk with your family about the story?   

Some questions: 

Do you think Jesus loved Lazarus?   

Did he care a lot about his friend Mary, Lazarus’ sister? 

Is there something about the story that shows you how much Jesus cared about 

his friends? 

Some thoughts from Pastor Celeste: 

In the Bible stories of Jesus, we learn that Jesus cared for everyone.  He has 

just a few very close friends, though, and these are Lazarus, Mary and Martha.  

They are a brother and two sisters.  When Jesus goes to stay with friends it is 

usually to Bethany where these three friends live.    

 

In the story, these friends are sad, especially Mary, because Lazarus has died.   

 

Jesus does something very special in this story.  Did you hear what that is?   

 

Now is a good time to talk about this miracle, and what you may be learning about 

Jesus from the story. 
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I learned something about friendship this week.  Do you know that in the land 

where Jesus once lived, there are two groups of people today who 

have a lot of trouble being friends?  They are the Israelis and the 

Palestinians.  Sometimes the people say they are enemies.   

 

Here is a picture of a doll, called a peace doll.  These dolls and the people who make 

them are what I learned about.  They are made by Israeli and 

Palestinian women 

who are friends.  

These dolls were 

first made 

because there 

was a Palestinian 

woman named 

Sahar, who was 

living in Israel.  

Sahar felt alone 

and unhappy with 

the idea of having 

enemies where 

she lives.  Then 

she started a 

friendship with a 

Jewish Israeli 

neighbor.  

Together they started a business making these Peace Dolls, for 

children (and grownups – this is a picture of my peace doll!).  The tag 

by the doll says that each doll is a reminder that all people can try to 

love in ways that make peace.  Friendship helps us to do that. 

Right now you may be missing your friends.  I know I miss being with you on 

Sundays, and I miss my grown up friends too.  One way you can imagine 

yourself with the friends you miss is to say a prayer for them, and to 

wish them peace from your heart.          God bless you!  Pastor Celeste 


