
May 1, 2020 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

This week I have been giving some thought to what it means to be a “Good Shepherd.” 

That may seem like a strange thought, but it is one I have because church people like to think 

of Jesus that way, as a Good Shepherd.   

Before I say more, will you look in your Bible to find Psalm 23 ? 

Please read that Psalm or have someone read it to you. 

Right in the very beginning the Psalm says, “The Lord is my Shepherd.”  And then it tells us 

many things about what a good shepherd does.   

Talking  with your family will help you understand more about what the Shepherd does.   

Do you have some ideas about what a Good Shepherd does?   

Do you also find it hard to think about what a shepherd does?   

We do not know many shepherds here in New Hampshire.  These are people who take care of 

large flocks of sheep.    Long ago in New Hampshire, there were many farmers who had sheep, 

and took care of them for their wool.  There are still many people on farms near us who have 

sheep.  A shepherd is someone who takes care of many, many sheep.  It is hard work.  That is 

all they do.    

I have an idea that a good shepherd could be someone who is like a person who works at an 

animal shelter.  Do you know about someone like that?  These are the people who take care of 

lost animals, or animals that do not have a home until someone adopts them.   

Do you know any animals that were adopted?  They found a forever home with a family.  

They sometimes need a lot of care until they get used to their new homes.   If you have ever 

been to an animal shelter, you will know that there are people there who do all of these things 

for the pets who stay there.   

 



I think Jesus cares a lot like people who take care of animals who need help.   Jesus wants to 

make sure that people (and animals)  have everything they need to be happy, to be well, to have 

what they need, and to help take care of other people. 

I had a dog named Rusty once.  My family adopted him.  He was not really happy before he 

came to our home.  When Rusty learned about how much my family wanted him to be with us, 

he stayed to live with us and was happy for many years.  We were happy too, just having him 

live with us.   

Will you talk about pets you have had come live with you, or pets your friends have 

living with them?   What is special about that?   What kind of care do they need?   

Did they have someone to take care of them in a shelter before they found their forever 

home?   

Do you think they know someone loves them and wants to take care of them? 

 

Will you look again at Psalm 23?  Do you see things in the Psalm that are a lot like 

taking care of a pet, or being a caregiver in an animal shelter?   

 

Everywhere around us there are good people.    

Even though they are not shepherds taking care of sheep, they are people taking care of 

other people, or people taking care of pets.   They are like Jesus in this way.   

Do you know someone who is really good at doing that?   

When you pray today will you thank God for them?   

When you pray today will you thank God for the animals you know?  

When you pray today will you thank God for being like a good shepherd to you, helping 

you to have what you need? 

God bless you.  I pray for you too.   The peace of Christ be with you.   Pastor Celeste 



P.S.  I am sorry I do not have any pictures for you today.  Maybe you will draw a picture 

for me.  And I will try to send pictures next time.    Here is some free space for drawing! 

 

 

 


