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PENTECOST SUNDAY 

May 31, 2020 

Center Harbor Congregational Church, UCC 

God is Still Speaking 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

Come as the fire and burn. 

Come as the wind and cleanse. 

Come as the light and reveal. 

Convict, convert, consecrate, 

Until we are wholly thine.  Amen. 

  - Nils Feire, Abbot Professor of Christian Theology, Andover Newton Theological School 

 

 Psalm 15  
O Beloved, You invite us to rest in the abode of your Heart,  
to forgive our weaknesses and renew our love. 
Who will respond with hearts opened wide to Love? 
Those who walk with integrity, who are in harmony with your Word, and sing the heart’s song; 
Whose tongues speak truth judging not others and seeking only the good; 
Whose eyes behold not the outer garments of the body, but see within the inner robe of Love; 
Whose own weaknesses are acknowledged and brought to light in prayer; 
Those who are just in all affairs of life and take not advantage of another; 
Those who dwell in the Heart of Love,  
who act justly, with integrity,  

will join the Dance of Life, will sing the songs of Joy! 

Their family, friends and, indeed,  

the world will be blessed by their love.    

                - Nan C. Merrill, Psalms for Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness 
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The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs to the earth 

and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is above all.  He testifies to 

what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his testimony.  Whoever has accepted his 

testimony has certified this, that God is true. He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, 

for he gives the Spirit without measure.   John 3:31-36 (NRSV) 

Read from the Gospel of John, chapter 7, verses 37-39 

 

Read from the Book of Acts, chapter 2, verses 1 though 21  

 

                                                                                               

Let us pray:  Tempted and suffering God,  

light in us a holy fire  

that cannot be quenched.   

Feed our hunger with the Bread of Life  

that comes in the guise of strangers  

and silence and stones.   

And teach us to take and use our life,  

our love, our longing, and pour it out 

on one another, on our groaning city,  

on our bruised and blooming world.  Amen  

       - Lindsey Krinks,  

printed in Weavings, Aug-Oct 2015 

 

 

 

 

A Message  

 

Friedrich Nietzsche said that he would only believe in a god who knew how to dance.  Kurt 

Vonnegut  wanted his epitaph to read, “The only proof he needed for the existence of God 

was music.”  For writer Eugene O’Neill, God is the glue that mends our human brokenness.   

Helen Keller, blind from birth,  said that she did not see a man-made world.  She could only 

see a God-made world.  For Jane Goodall faith is an awe filled mystery.   These are ideas from 

some of the world’s great thinkers.   Diverse and creative, each perception seems to describe 
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just one of the many truly wonderful attributes of God.  And there are many more to 

consider.     As you think about how God has moved you,  impressed you, or changed you…for 

the better…what would you say?  Could you put it into words?  Would it be different today 

from what you would have said a year ago, last week, yesterday?  Would you be moved to 

express God in something other than words?  Would you sing or cry, laugh, dance, paint, or 

what…would you do? 

 

We’re referring, of course, to God the Holy Spirit.  It is this aspect of God in Trinity that we 

often find the most challenging to express. Perhaps that’s because there is more to God than 

we can describe or contain in a phrase, or an image.   The Spirit, Jesus said, is like a river 

flowing out of the believer’s heart.  For the disciples the Spirit arrived with wind, and fire, and 

in languages foreign to them making sense.  However it is that the Holy Spirit manages to 

catch your breath, blow you away,  pour forth from you, or gently settle in, God’s intent is to 

empower you.   

 

We want that, don’t we?  We want God to empower us, to fill us to overflowing like a river, 

to dwell in us so that we can move for God.  But what happens that our voices seem so small, 

our abilities so constricted, and the world still so despairingly in need of willing, caring, spirit 

filled responders? With our faith firmly planted in an all-powerful God of Love, what or who 

gets the best of our intentions, and who are they for?  Does the Holy Spirit beam in, make 

suggestions to us, to our society, our churches, our world for cooperation, peace, correction, 

shake our heads a bit, and then breeze out the nearest open window?  Or are we holding 

back?  Why would we? These are important companion questions as we ponder the presence 

of God in our world.    

 

Maybe the question is, are we ready for the Holy Spirit?  The strange times we live in can  

confuse us like an unfamiliar language.    Still, as we listen, we can be filled with awe,  as the 

disciples were.  As their perceptions of God became Spirit filled, their fear and confusion, 

became courage and understanding, and following.  We must keep faith in God and consider 

how God would have us live as  God’s disciples in our world.    

 

I can only speak for myself.  But I’m asking you the questions too.  If it is God’s intent to 

empower us, what, really, is our intent? 

 

God bless you always, and give you peace!  Amen.   

 

Pastor Celeste 
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A Song to Sing Prayerfully 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

 then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep, 

 and over the eons you called to each thing,  

“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 

 and you gifted your people with a law and a land, 

 when they were confounded with idols and lies,  

then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 

 then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still, 

 and down in the city you called once again 

 when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, 

 from the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams; 

 our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

 With bold new decisions your people arise.   

– James K. Manley, Chalice Hymnal #249 
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Speak aloud or silently your prayer intentions 

followed by the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

forgive us our debts  

as we forgive our debtors 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.   Amen. 

 

. 

 

 

 

   

Worship and photos prepared by Celeste McQuarrie 


