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THE FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 

The visit of the shepherds 

 

Reader:  Today is the fourth week of Advent, a time when we get ready to cele-

brate Jesus’ birth. 

 

Bible Reading:  Luke 2: 15-20 

 

Reader:  The shepherds followed the directions of the angel to see for them-

selves what they had been told.  They found Mary and Joseph and the Baby. 

They hurried to tell others of the greatness of God’s love! 

 

Light the Candles:  We light the first candle and remember that Jesus brings us 

hope.  We light the second candle to remember that Jesus shows us the right 

way.  We light the third candle to remember that Jesus brings us peace.  We 

light the fourth candle to remind us that Jesus brings us joy. 

 

Sharing:  Remember a favorite Christmas and what made it so special.   Talk 

about ways your family can spread joy to those who need our help, not only at 

Christmas, but all through the year. 

 

Prayer:  God, we are looking forward with joy to the birth of your son, Jesus. 

 

Everyone say together:  ‘Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.’ 

 

 

THE FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT 

The prophet tells of the coming of Christ 

 

Reader:  Today is the first week of Advent, a time when we get ready to cele-

brate Jesus’ birth. 

 

Bible Reading:  Isaiah 60:1 

 

Reader:  Jesus came to bring us salvation and has promised to come again.  We 

want to always be ready to welcome Him. 

 

Light the First Candle:  We light the first candle and remember that Jesus brings 

us hope. 

 

Sharing:  Each person may name one thing they hope to do before the Christ-

mas season is over or tell of a new tradition they would like to start. 

 

Prayer:  God we thank you for the faith of people long ago who looked for-

ward to the coming of the Christ.  Help us to grow closer to you, as we wait 

and prepare for Jesus’ birthday. 

 

Everyone say together:  ‘Come, Lord Jesus.  Amen.’ 

 

 



THE SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 

Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem 

 

Reader:  Today is the second week of Advent, a time when we get ready to cel-

ebrate Jesus’ birth. 

 

Bible Reading:  Luke 2: 1-7 

 

Reader:  Joseph and Mary began the long, hard trip to Bethlehem.  They had 

many problems, especially when there was no room for them in the inn.  But 

they trusted in God and God guided them in all things.  The Baby was born in a 

manger! 

 

Light the Candles:  We light the first candle and remember that Jesus brings us 

hope.  We light the second candle to praise God for showing us the right way. 

 

Sharing:  Talk about how Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem by riding a 

donkey and walking.  Compare it to a trip you an your family may have gone 

on recently.  Where did you go?  How did you get there?  What happened 

when you got there?  Who did you see? 

 

Prayer:  O God, You cared for Mary and Joseph and showed them the right 

way.  We praise You for showing us the right way to live and to love.  May we 

always make room for You to be in our hearts. 

 

Everyone say together:  ‘Come, Lord Jesus.  Amen’ 

 

 

THE THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT 

The Message of the Angels 

 

Reader:  Today is the third week of Advent, a time when we get ready to cel-

ebrate Jesus’ birth. 

 

Bible Reading:  Luke 2: 8-14 

 

Reader:  When the shepherds saw the angels, they were afraid!  But the angels 

said ‘Don’t be afraid’.  Soon their fear was filled with peace.  As we try to fol-

low Jesus may we also find peace in our hearts. 

 

Light the Candles:  We light the first candle and remember that Jesus brings us 

hope.  We light the second candle to remember the Jesus shows us the right 

way.  We light the third candle to remember that Jesus brings us peace. 

 

Sharing:  Look at the Christmas cards you that have received.  Think about the 

message they give about Christmas.  Talk about the senders and what they 

mean to you. 

 

Prayer:  Dear God, as you gave peace to the shepherds when they were afraid, 

give peace to ______________ (say the name of those from your Christmas 

cards who have special needs).  Help us to live in peace with our families and 

friends. 

 

Everyone say together:  ‘Come, Lord Jesus.  Amen’ 

 

 



ADVENT CHRISTMAS AT HOME 

Advent is the season that includes the four Sundays before Christmas.  It is a time of 

preparing for God’s coming to us through Jesus.  It is a time for happy celebration, 

fun and worship.  The sights, the sounds, the smells, the experience shared together 

will long be remembered after the presents have been opened. 

 

The Advent Wreath is one way that loved ones may worship and share this holy 

season together.  The suggestions in this Advent booklet are prepared for at-home 

devotions with hope that all might be ready to truly receive the good news of 

God’s gift of Jesus Christ.  The ideas may be adopted to fit your own family needs. 

 

You will need a Bible, a lighter and an Advent Wreath.  You will also need a white, 

center candle for the Christ candle.  You may want to light the candles before the 

evening meal and let them burn through dinner hour or you may want to have an-

other special time for your family service.  Divide the speaking and candle-lighting 

parts among the family members.  One new candle is lit each week and the previ-

ous candles are relit each week until all candles are glowing on Christmas Day. 

 

You may want to add other Advent activities such as baking cookies for neighbors, 

writing notes to a shut-in, taking food to shelters for needy persons or animals, 

dressing a Share Bear to give to a child, making Christmas cards, gifts or decorations 

or bringing mittens for the church’s Warm Fuzzy Tree. 

 

May these preparations truly prepare you and your family to receive the good news 

of God’s great gift of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Your advent wreath is ready to go, 
Light the candles and it will glow. 

All that is needed to make it complete 
Is to add one more candle during Christmas week. 

It should be short an it should be wide, 
And should fit in the center of the wreath inside, 

Then, with your family, glowing for advent 
Come to the manger….see who was sent  

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Attend a worship service with your family. 

Sing in the car on the way home from the church.  Sing as many Christmas carols 

together as you can. 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

The Wise Men Follow the Star. 

 

Reader:  The time of waiting is over!  Christmas is here, to celebrate Jesus’ birth! 

 

Bible Reading:  Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Reader:  The wise men saw a brilliant start and believed it to be a sign that the 

Messiah had come.  They followed the star, which led them to the Christ-child. 

They gave Him gifts and worshipped Him. 

 

Light all the Candles.  (Put a center white candle in the middle to represent the 

Christ).  We light the first candle and remember that Jesus brings us hope.  We 

light the second candle to remember that Jesus shows us the right way to live.  

We light the third candle to remember that Jesus brings us peace.  We light the 

fourth candle to remind us that Jesus brings us joy.  We light the center white can-

dle to remind us that God in the person of Jesus came to reveal more clearly 

God’s love and purpose. 

 

Sharing:  Sing “Joy to the World” 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King. 

Let every heart, Prepare Him room 

And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing 

And heaven and heaven and nature sing! 

    (Isaac Watts) 

 

Prayer:  We thank you God for the gift of Jesus. 

    Everyone say together:  The Lord’s Prayer 


