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June 14, 2020 

Center Harbor Congregational Church, UCC 

 

 

 

“When we honestly ask ourselves which person in our lives means the most to us,  

we often find that it is those who, instead of giving advice, solutions, or cures,  

have chosen rather to share our pain and touch our wounds with a warm and tender hand.”  

    - Henri Nouwen 

 

Call to Worship: 

Jesus summons us to answer God’s call of mercy, 

God’s presence is at hand.  Let us worship God!    

 

Let us pray:   Christ gathers us and gives us power to be healed and to heal, to be forgiven and 

to forgive, to be freed from sin and to set others free.  Holy Presence, let me be with you today.  

Awaken my senses to the wonders of your creation.  Fill me with compassion for every person.  

Protect every life from those who would hurt.  Make me watchful so that I do not harm anyone.  

Fill my inward being with the love of Christ, and inasmuch as it is possible, let others know your 

presence through me.  In this way let your people glorify you, Holy One, Holy Three.  Amen.  + 

 

Read Psalm 100 

 

Morning has broken!  Like the first morning! 

 

Blackbird has spoken, like the first bird! 

 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 

 

Praise for them springing fresh from the Word! 

                                               Chalice Hymnal #53 
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Read from the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 9, verse 35 through chapter 10, verse 8 

Then read verses 9-23 

 

A Message ~  Magic Jesus? 

There is at bottom only one problem in the world… 

How does one break through? 

How does one get into the open? 

How does one burst the cocoon and become a butterfly? 

- Thomas Mann, Dr. Faustus 

 

We have a wonderful neighbor.  She lives across the street.  When Chris came home from the 

hospital, she prepared the perfect meal of comfort food – for Chris and for me.  When I returned 

the dishes and thanked her so very much, she said, “I know how it is.”  And she does.   But some 

people are just like that…giving, caring, and making the move to do just the right thing.  I hope 

you all have a neighbor like mine.  And I hope you can be that neighbor too. 

 

Sometimes it’s hard to know how to help.  Especially now.  A contagious virus has given good old-

fashioned hospitality a serious spin.  Thousands of people in the streets, shouting “Black Lives 

Matter!” stirs up important questions on how we orient ourselves to our neighbors, and how we 

care for them. What truly is best when what we think we know how to do no longer seems like 

the right thing to do, or when we realize maybe it really never was?  As we dig deeper into the 

heart of this present crisis, this changing of the times, we can remember a call to discipleship is 

not new.   But it is ours to live.  A long time ago Jesus called the disciples.  We must be affirmed 

as followers of Christ.  

 

The first thing I found interesting about the Bible reading for today, was that among all the 

directives Jesus had for the disciples (and there are plenty) he tells them, “Go nowhere among 

the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans…”   What?  Is Jesus really telling them to stick 

to their own, and not be attentive to those who are not like them? Well, yes, at first, yes.  The 

early Church was initially to be tending their own house, the lost sheep of Israel.  The people 

were, “harassed and helpless;” they needed laborers among them, to bring healing and comfort, 

and good news.  Perhaps your focus will be finding a new way to be a good neighbor.   If you read 

forward a few more verses, you’ll see this was no easy call.  Grim for them, the story tells us the 

disciples were being sent out as “sheep among wolves.”   Maybe it’s time to work harder at your 

commitment to care.  Or maybe it’s time to think about the larger picture, and who you’re willing 

to help.  As Matthew’s Gospel story ends, Jesus finally gives the great commission, a call which 

includes going out to all people, all nations.  So here we are.  The challenge hasn’t changed. 
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As you think about how you plan to  respond to the call of Christ, it’s important to note what 

motivates Jesus: compassion.  It’s right there in the beginning of our story for today.     In his 

ministry, Jesus goes about all the cities and villages, teaching, proclaiming the good news, curing 

illness, because he had compassion for the crowds. 

The story says Jesus cured the sick.  In her book, Jesus Freak, Sara Miles helps us rethink what is 

curative.  She says, “Jesus calls his disciples, giving us authority to heal, and sending us out.  He 

doesn’t show us how to make a blind man see, dry every tear, or even drive out demons….He 

shows us how to enter into a way of life in which the broken and sick pieces are held in love, and 

given meaning.”  Rachel Held Evans, who quotes Sara Miles, writes in her book Searching for 

Sunday, “Healing is relational.  It takes time…Rarely does healing follow a straight or well-lit path.  

Rarely does it conform to our expectations or resolve in a timely manner.  Walking with someone 

through healing requires patience, presence, and a willingness to wander, to take the scenic 

route.”  Rachel goes on to say the modern-day church doesn’t like to wander or wait…it likes 

results.  But we know there is no magic Jesus.  There is no instant fix for most things, especially 

the things we are most worried about right now.   When Jesus calls us through compassion, that 

which called him, we are in it for the long haul, doing what we can while we wait  for the healing 

and cure that takes time.   

Love, mercy, grace, hope…God provides all of these.  How we turn our heads and notice another, 

how we rise up or stand with in the plight of another, that’s  compassion.  Not one of us survives 

with out being its recipient.  Our neighbor suffers unless we are there ready to dispense it.   It 

doesn’t matter where you live, what your culture dictates, or how nice you think you are.  

Compassion greases the wheels of human interaction that heals. We must live it, tend to it, and 

take our example from our Christ who died for it.    

May God bless you in the challenges of each day.  God goes with you always.  Amen.   

Pastor Celeste 
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Pastoral Prayer 

(silence is kept between petitions) 

God of all, 

we pray for the earth you created… 

Your Spirit brooded over creation like a mother bird. 

Lead your people to be good stewards of your gift of life. 

 

We pray for the people of the earth… 

You placed your people in your Eden to live together  

in happiness and mutual caring. 

Bring your peace, justice, and compassion  

to every household, village, city and nation. 

Bind up the wounds of racial hatred. 

Break the bows of poverty, disease, and hunger. 

Speak your “Be still!” to wars of privilege and oppression. 

 

We pray for the sick and healing… 

Provide safe homes, safe workplaces, 

safe health care settings 

where all are given respect, 

 healed with compassion 

and nurtured with joy. 

 

As Jesus gathered the disciples and gave them authority 

to heal the sick,  

cast out evil, 

and proclaim the good news, 

help us to be patient 

 and faithful  

as we look forward 

to the new life you began  

and will complete 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

Speak aloud or silently your prayer intentions followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
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There’s a wideness in God’s mercy  

like the wideness of the sea. 

There’s a kindness in God’s justice  

which is more than liberty. 

 

For the love of God is broader 

 than the measure of our mind. 

And the heart of the Eternal  

is most wonderfully kind. 

 

If our love were but more simple,  

we should rest upon God’s word. 

And our lives would be illumined 

by the presence of our Lord.   

 

     Chalice Hymnal #73  

 

 

 

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

May the Lord look upon you with favor 

and give you peace.   Amen. 

 

 

Closing Blessing for All:   Send us out to bring Good News, and to bear compassion, 

so that others will also receive God’s blessing; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ prayers for worship adapted from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, Kimberly Bracken Long, 

editor.  Westminster John Knox Press, 2014 

 

Worship document and pictures created by Celeste McQuarrie 


